2017 STATE OF THE STATE

AS PREPARED FOR DELIVERY

MR. SPEAKER, MR. PRESIDENT, DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS
OF THE LEGISLATURE, HONORABLE JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME
COURT, CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS, CONGRESSMAN MARK
AMODEI, HONORED GUESTS, MY FELLOW NEVADANS:

THIS OCCASION MARKS MY FOURTH AND FINAL STATE OF
THE STATE ADDRESS, AND | STAND BEFORE YOU WITH A SENSE
OF DEEP HUMILITY AND GREAT PRIDE. IN ALL SINCERITY, I’'M
JUST AS OVERWHELMED BY THIS RESPONSIBILITY AS | WAS SIX
YEARS AGO, WHEN, FOR THE FIRST TIME AS GOVERNOR, |
ADDRESSED A JOINT SESSION OF THE NEVADA LEGISLATURE.

PLEASE ALLOW ME TO TAKE A MOMENT TO RECOGNIZE
NEVADA'’S FIRST LADY, KATHLEEN SANDOVAL, MY CHILDREN,
MADDY, MARISA AND JAMES, MY PARENTS, RON AND TERI
SANDOVAL, MY SISTER, LAURI, AND MY BROTHER, RON.

KATHLEEN HAS BEEN MY WIFE OF 26 YEARS, AN AMAZING

MOTHER, MY BEST FRIEND, AND MY PARTNER THROUGH IT ALL.



AND, AS FIRST LADY, SHE HAS BEEN AS FIERCE AN
ADVOCATE FOR CHILDREN AS THIS STATE HAS EVER SEEN.

FOR MY CHILDREN, | KNOW IT HASN'T ALWAYS BEEN EASY
FOR YOU, BUT YOU’VE ALWAYS BEEN THERE FOR ME, AND |
THANK YOU FOR THAT.

| AM THE PROUDEST FATHER YOU CAN IMAGINE.

22 YEARS AGO, | WAS A FRESHMAN ASSEMBLYMAN
SEATED RIGHT OVER THERE, LISTENING WITH ANTICIPATION TO
GOVERNOR MILLER’S MESSAGE.

TONIGHT, WE WELCOME 17 INCOMING FRESHMEN
LEGISLATORS, AND | WONDER 20 YEARS FROM NOW, WHICH
ONE OF YOU FRESHMEN MIGHT BE STANDING HERE?

IT COULD HAPPEN, AND | HOPE IT DOES.

| ALSO WANT TO WELCOME BACK THE FIVE LEGISLATORS
WHO HAVE SERVED IN PREVIOUS SESSIONS.

WOULD THE FRESHMEN AND RETURNING MEMBERS
PLEASE STAND?

| WOULD LIKE TO DRAW YOUR ATTENTION TO A FIRST IN

OUR STATE’S EXTRAORDINARY HISTORY, | AM HONORED TO
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RECOGNIZE THE FIRST AFRICAN-AMERICAN SPEAKER OF THE
NEVADA STATE ASSEMBLY, JASON FRIERSON.

WORDS CANNOT EXPRESS HOW FULL OF PRIDE | AM FOR
JASON, HIS FAMILY, HIS COLLEAGUES, AND FOR OUR STATE.

| CONSIDER MYSELF BLESSED TO WITNESS THIS
HISTORICAL MOMENT.

SPEAKER FRIERSON... WE SALUTE YOU.

IN ANOTHER NOTEWORTHY NEVADA FIRST, SENATOR
AARON FORD AND SPEAKER FRIERSON WILL BE THE FIRST
AFRICAN-AMERICANS TO CONCURRENTLY LEAD BOTH
MAJORITIES IN BOTH HOUSES.

| CONGRATULATE YOU. AND LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING

WITH YOU.

LIKEWISE, | LOOK FORWARD TO MY CONTINUED
RELATIONSHIP WITH ASSEMBLYMAN PAUL ANDERSON AND
SENATOR MICHAEL ROBERSON, AND TRUST THAT THE FOUR

CAUCUS LEADERS WILL WORK TOGETHER, AND WITH ME, IN



THE SPIRIT OF BI-PARTISANSHIP TO MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICES
FOR OUR STATE.

SADLY, SINCE WE LAST GATHERED, SIX FORMER
LEGISLATORS HAVE DEPARTED, INCLUDING THE RECENT LOSS
OF MY FRIEND AND COLLEAGUE, JOHN CARPENTER, A
CHAMPION OF RURAL NEVADA.

| WANT TO ALSO TAKE A MOMENT TO INVOKE THE MEMORY
OF OUR GOOD FRIEND SENATOR DEBBIE SMITH.

HER EXAMPLE OF DEDICATION TO THE PEOPLE OF NEVADA
IS ALL AROUND US.... WE SHOULD ALL ASPIRE TO BE AS

HONEST AND HARD WORKING AS SHE WAS.

AND, | WOULD LIKE TO RECOGNIZE THE ABSENCE OF TWO
SPECIAL NEVADANS....WE WILL MISS THE WARMTH AND
HUMANITY OF FORMER FIRST LADY BONNIE BRYAN, AS WELL
AS THE SAGE GUIDANCE OF FORMER CONGRESSMAN, STATE
SENATOR AND SUPREME COURT JUSTICE, CLIFF YOUNG.

PLEASE JOIN ME FOR A MOMENT OF SILENCE IN ALL OF

THEIR HONOR.



ONE OF THE GREAT PRIVILEGES OF BEING GOVERNOR IS
SERVING AS COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE NEVADA NATIONAL
GUARD.

HAVING ATTENDED EVERY DEPLOYMENT AND DE-
MOBILIZATION CEREMONY SINCE TAKING OFFICE, | HAVE
PERSONALLY WITNESSED HUNDREDS OF BRAVE NEVADANS
LEAVE THEIR HOMES, FAMILIES AND JOBS TO PROTECT AND
DEFEND OUR GREAT COUNTRY.

THEIR COURAGE IS AN INSPIRATION, AND I TRY TO LIVE UP
TO THEIR EXAMPLE EVERY DAY.

LAST MONTH, | VISITED OUR NEVADA TROOPS SERVING ON
THE FRONTLINES IN KUWAIT, AFGHANISTAN, AND THE UNITED
ARAB EMIRATES.

TONIGHT, MR. SPEAKER, IN HONOR OF THE HEROES WHO
HAVE ANSWERED THE CALL TO DUTY, M PROUD TO PRESENT
YOU WITH THIS GIFT FROM THE 485" MILITARY POLICE

COMPANY STATIONED IN KUWAIT. “THE LAW DAWGS”



DURING OPERATION SPARTAN SHIELD, NEVADA
GUARDSMEN AND WOMEN FLEW OUR FLAG OVER FIVE MIDDLE
EASTERN COUNTRIES IN HONOR OF ALL NEVADANS.

| OFFER IT TO YOUR HOUSE AS A STEADY REMINDER OF
THE MORE THAN 600 MEMBERS OF THE GUARD CURRENTLY
SERVING IN HARM’S WAY.

IT’S MY HOPE THAT IT INSPIRES THIS LEGISLATURE WITH
THE SAME PRIDE AND OPTIMISM | FOUND IN THE HEARTS AND
MINDS OF OUR WARRIORS ABROAD.

IN JANUARY OF 1963, THE YEAR | WAS BORN, PRESIDENT
JOHN F. KENNEDY SAID IN HIS STATE OF THE UNION
SPEECH...." | CONGRATULATE YOU --- ON YOUR SELECTED ROLE
IN HISTORY. FOR YOU AND | ARE PRIVILEGED TO SERVE IN
WHAT COULD BE THE MOST DECISIVE DECADE IN OUR HISTORY.
THE CHOICES WE MAKE, FOR GOOD OR ILL, WILL SHAPE
FUTURE GENERATIONS.”

MY FELLOW NEVADANS, THE SPIRIT OF PRESIDENT

KENNEDY’S FORETELLING WORDS STILL ECHO TODAY.



WE KNOW THE 60°’S WERE, AS HE CORRECTLY PREDICTED,
A DECISIVE DECADE.

NOW, YOU AND | ARE THE ONES HE SPOKE OF AS
“PRIVILEGED TO SERVE”, IN WHAT I’'M CONFIDENT HISTORIANS
WILL PROCLAIM AS THE MOST TRANSFORMATIONAL DECADE IN
NEVADA HISTORY.

THE CHOICES JFK SPOKE OF THEN, ARE OUR CHOICES
NOW.,

WE MUST REALIZE, HERE IN FRONT OF US, ARE ANCHORED
THE HOPES, DREAMS, AND THE FUNDAMENTAL TRUST OF THE
PEOPLE OF NEVADA.

WE MUST NOT FAIL THEM. WE CANNOT FAIL THEM.

AS A CORNERSTONE OF THIS EVENING’S MESSAGE, |
STAND BEFORE YOU, BENEATH A PORTRAIT OF ABRAHAM
LINCOLN, A MAN WHO RESISTED THE CALLS FOR A HOUSE
DIVIDED, AND ASK YOU, REPUBLICANS AND DEMOCRATS,
MEMBERS OF THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, TO JOIN ME IN
REJECTING THE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE DIVISIVENESS OF

PARTISAN POLITICS.



AND INSTEAD, TO EMBRACE THE TRADITION OF BRIDGING
OUR DIFFERENCES IN HONORABLE NEVADA FASHION, SO WE
CAN MAKE THE WISE CHOICES, AND DELIVER THE SOUND
DECISIONS NEEDED TO SECURE A MORE PROSPEROUS NEVADA
FOR GENERATIONS TO COME.

THE CHOICES WE MAKE THIS SESSION, “FOR GOOD OR ILL”,
ARE OURS ALONE.

PRESIDENT LINCOLN SAID, “WE CANNOT ESCAPE
HISTORY”.

INDEED, WE CANNOT.

WHAT WE CAN DO, HOWEVER, IS ACCEPT, THAT THIS IS
OUR TIME TO WRITE IT.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, | AM PROUD TO REPORT THAT
THE STATE OF OUR STATE HAS DRAMATICALLY IMPROVED ...
AND WE ARE GROWING STRONGER EVERY DAY.

SIX YEARS AGO, MANY WILL RECALL, THE SITUATION WAS

QUITE DIFFERENT.



THE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE WAS A STAGGERING 14
PERCENT, AND A RECORD NUMBER OF NEVADANS WERE OUT
OF WORK.

FORTUNATELY, NEVADANS DARED TO HOPE, AND MOST OF
THE BAD NEWS WAS SWEPT AWAY BY EXTREME SACRIFICE,
COMBINED WITH THE SHEER FORCE OF OUR TENACITY....

BY DECEMBER OF 2016, NEVADA’S ECONOMY
EXPERIENCED AN UNPRECEDENTED REBOUND.

THE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE HAS FALLEN TO 5.1 PERCENT,
WITH NEVADA’S ECONOMY ADDING MORE THAN 198,000 JOBS
BETWEEN 2011 AND 2016.

WE HAVE CLOSED THE BOOKS ON SIX STRAIGHT YEARS OF
JOB GROWTH IN NEVADA.

WE HAVE SEEN JOB GROWTH EVERY SINGLE MONTH SINCE
JANUARY 2011, BRINGING THE TOTAL NUMBER TO AN ALL-TIME
HIGH OF 1.31 MILLION JOBS.

WAGES ARE UP, HOME VALUES HAVE RISEN, AND MORE

PEOPLE HAVE HEALTH INSURANCE THAN EVER BEFORE.



NEVADA IS ENJOYING RECORD VISITOR VOLUME, HIGHER
HOTEL OCCUPANCY RATES, AND CASINOS ACROSS THE STATE
REPORTED A COMBINED POSITIVE NET INCOME FOR THE FIRST
TIME SINCE 2008.

OUR DIVERSE ECONOMY HAS HELPED US ADD JOBS
ACROSS THE BOARD, WITH MANY INDUSTRIES EITHER
EXCEEDING OR NEARING PRE-RECESSION LEVELS.

ADVANCED MANUFACTURING FACILITIES AND
TECHNOLOGY COMPANIES HAVE BEEN CATALYSTS FOR NEW
GROWTH IN HIGHER-WAGE INDUSTRIES.

HOWEVER, WITHOUT A MORE SKILLED WORKFORCE, WHICH
| WILL DISCUSS IN A MOMENT, NEW COMPANIES WILL
STRUGGLE TO FIND QUALIFIED WORKERS.

| AM SUBMITTING TO YOU A BIENNIAL BUDGET OF $8.1
BILLION, THAT DOES NOT CALL FOR ANY NEW REVENUE, OTHER
THAN AN EXCISE TAX | WILL DISCUSS LATER.

THIS TWO-YEAR BUDGET IS 10 PERCENT LARGER THAN THE
LAST BUDGET, DUE PRIMARILY TO NEEDED INVESTMENT IN

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT, EDUCATION, INFRASTRUCTURE,
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AND MEDICAID CASELOAD GROWTH, BUT IS CONSIDERABLY
BELOW THE STATUTORY SPENDING CAP FORMULA
ESTABLISHED IN 1979.

AT THE BEGINNING OF 2008, NEVADA HAD $267 MILLION IN
THE RAINY DAY FUND.

DURING THE GREAT RECESSION, WE MADE DIFFICULT
CHOICES TO BALANCE THE BUDGET.

BY THE END OF 2015, WE WITHDREW MONEY SIX DIFFERENT
TIMES AND DRAINED EVERY SINGLE PENNY FROM THE FUND.

TONIGHT, | AM PLEASED TO REPORT THAT MY BUDGET
WILL RETURN $200 MILLION TO THE RAINY DAY FUND.

WE OWE IT TO THE PEOPLE OF NEVADA TO HAVE
SUBSTANTIAL SAVINGS FOR THE NEXT RAINY DAY.

SIMILARLY, SIX YEARS AGO, WE OWED THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT $900 MILLION FOR MONEY BORROWED TO PAY
UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS.

TODAY, WE HAVE A POSITIVE BALANCE OF $700 MILLION IN

THE FUND.
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BY THE END OF THIS YEAR, THE LOAN WILL BE PAID IN
FULL.

FROM 2010 THROUGH 2015, STATE EMPLOYEES ENDURED
FURLOUGHS, PAY CUTS, BENEFIT REDUCTIONS AND LOSS OF
MERIT AND LONGEVITY PAY.

FOR SOME, THESE REDUCTIONS HAVE BEEN THE
EQUIVALENT OF A 30 PERCENT LOSS OF WAGES AND BENEFITS.

TONIGHT, | WANT TO RECOGNIZE THE ENORMOUS
CONTRIBUTIONS OUR STATE EMPLOYEES HAVE MADE TO HELP
GET THE STATE BACK ON TRACK AND ACKNOWLEDGE THE
DEDICATED WORK THEY HAVE PERFORMED FOR THE PEOPLE
OF NEVADA DURING THIS DEMANDING ECONOMIC PERIOD.

LAST SESSION WE WERE ABLE TO ELIMINATE FURLOUGHS,
RESTORE MERIT PAY, AND PROVIDE A MODEST COST OF LIVING
ADJUSTMENT.

THIS SESSION, MY BUDGET INCLUDES A FOUR PERCENT
COST OF LIVING ADJUSTMENT AND INCREASED FUNDING FOR
HEALTH BENEFITS TO RECOGNIZE THE SHARED SACRIFICE AND

DEDICATION OF OUR STATE EMPLOYEES.
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WHILE OUR ECONOMY IS UNQUESTIONABLY GROWING
STRONGER, WE MUST FOCUS OUR ATTENTION ON MAKING
CERTAIN ALL NEVADANS HAVE ACCESS TO HIGH QUALITY

EMPLOYMENT.

THE BOTTOM LINE IS THAT AN UNPREPARED WORKFORCE
INHIBITS OUR ECONOMIC GROWTH, AND PREVENTS TOO MANY

OF OUR CITIZENS FROM OBTAINING THE JOBS THEY DESERVE.

BY 2025, ROUGHLY 60 PERCENT OF ALL JOBS IN NEVADA
WILL REQUIRE SOME FORM OF POST-SECONDARY DEGREE OR

OTHER CREDENTIAL.

TODAY, ONLY 30 PERCENT OF NEVADANS BETWEEN THE
AGES OF 25 AND 34 HAVE COMPLETED SOME LEVEL OF POST-

SECONDARY EDUCATION.

MY VISION FOR OUR STATE IS TO PUT ALL NEVADANS,
REGARDLESS OF AGE OR CIRCUMSTANCE, ON A CAREER

PATHWAY TOWARD SUCCESS.
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WE CAN MAKE THAT VISION A REALITY BY INVESTING IN
HIGHER EDUCATION, CLOSING THE COLLEGE ATTAINMENT GAP,
EXPANDING DUAL ENROLLMENT AND GROWING CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES.

WHILE MANY OF THESE PROGRAMS HAVE BEEN AVAILABLE
FOR SOME, THEY ARE NOT YET ACCESSIBLE TO ALL, DUE TO
FINANCIAL BARRIERS OR OTHER FACTORS.

MY WORKFORCE AGENDA PROPOSES REMOVING THOSE
BARRIERS, SO THAT EVERY STUDENT, IN EVERY CLASSROOM,
HAS EVERY OPPORTUNITY TO SUCCEED.

OUR EFFORT TO PREPARE A MODERN WORKFORCE BEGINS
WITH OUR POST-SECONDARY INSTITUTIONS.

| WILL CONTINUE OUR COMMITMENT TO NEVADA'’S
STUDENTS BY KEEPING THE PROMISE OF THE MILLENNIUM
SCHOLARSHIP WITH A CONTRIBUTION OF $20 MILLION TO THIS
LEGACY PROGRAM.

MY BUDGET INCLUDES AN INCREASE OF $115 MILLION IN

NEW INVESTMENTS FOR HIGHER EDUCATION.
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ACADEMIC PROGRAMS OFFERED BY OUR HIGHER
EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS, PARTICULARLY OUR COMMUNITY
COLLEGES, MUST BE CLOSELY ALIGNED WITH OUR ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY.

THIS IS WHY MY BUDGET INCLUDES $21 MILLION TO
ENHANCE CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS AT
OUR FOUR COMMUNITY COLLEGES.

MY BUDGET ADDS $10 MILLION IN NEW FUNDING FOR
CAPACITY BUILDING INITIATIVES AT EACH OF NEVADA'’S SEVEN
POST-SECONDARY INSTITUTIONS AND THE DESERT RESEARCH
INSTITUTE.

THIS INVESTMENT FOCUSES ON PREPARING STUDENTS
FOR CAREERS IN ADVANCED MANUFACTURING, NURSING,
AUTONOMOUS SYSTEMS, TEACHING, AND OTHERS.

OUR UNIVERSITIES CONTINUE TO EXPERIENCE
ACCELERATED GROWTH.

TO ACCOMMODATE THESE NEW STUDENTS, MY BUDGET
INCLUDES $58 MILLION FOR NEW STUDENT ENROLLMENT AT

UNR AND UNLV.
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LAST SESSION, WE APPROVED $27 MILLION FOR A NEW
MEDICAL SCHOOL AT UNLV.

THIS FALL, THE INAUGURAL CLASS OF 80 FUTURE MEDICAL
PROFESSIONALS WILL BEGIN INSTRUCTION, AND MY BUDGET
INCLUDES $53 MILLION TO SUSTAIN THIS IMPORTANT ADDITION
TO OUR HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM.

BY 2019, WE WILL HAVE INVESTED $80 MILLION TO
ESTABLISH UNLV’S MEDICAL SCHOOL.

NEVADA HAS EMERGED AS AN INTERNATIONAL CENTER
FOR INNOVATION IN TECHNOLOGY, TRANSPORTATION, AND
AUTONOMOUS SYSTEMS, AND HAS ATTRACTED CUTTING-EDGE
INDUSTRIES MAKING INCREDIBLE STRIDES IN SCIENCE AND
ENGINEERING.

TO BUILD ON THESE SUCCESSES, I’'M PROPOSING THE
CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING AT UNR,
AN $83 MILLION PROJECT, HALF OF WHICH WILL BE FUNDED BY
THE STATE.

THIS NEW SCHOOL WILL DEVELOP THE BEST AND

BRIGHTEST IN THE ENGINEERING SCIENCES AND HELP TO
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ACHIEVE NEVADA'S OBJECTIVE TO BE A GLOBAL LEADER IN

INNOVATION.

MY BUDGET INCLUDES PERMANENT FUNDING FOR THE

OFFICE OF WORKFORCE INNOVATION.

THIS COMMITMENT REPRESENTS YET ANOTHER
IMPORTANT STEP FORWARD IN OUR EFFORT TO ADAPT
WORKFORCE TRAINING PROGRAMS TO THE SPECIFIC NEEDS

AND REALITIES OF THE NEW NEVADA ECONOMY.

MY WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT AGENDA INCORPORATES

PROVEN STRATEGIES AND TARGETED INVESTMENTS.

WHEN IMPLEMENTED, WE WILL MEET OR EXCEED THE
GOAL THAT 60 PERCENT OF NEVADANS BETWEEN THE AGES OF
25 AND 34 WILL HAVE EARNED SOME FORM OF POST-

SECONDARY DEGREE OR CREDENTIAL BY 2025.

IT’S AMBITIOUS, YES, BUT WE’VE NEVER SHIED FROM

MAKING THE BOLD CHOICES.
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WHEN IT COMES TO PUBLIC EDUCATION, MY COMMITMENT

IS TO ALWAYS PUT NEVADA'’S CHILDREN FIRST.

LAST SESSION, WE MADE HISTORIC INVESTMENTS IN
PUBLIC EDUCATION AND ENACTED SWEEPING REFORMS THAT
CHANGED OUR TOP-DOWN APPROACH TO EDUCATION, AND
LAID THE FOUNDATION FOR IMPROVED LEARNING WITH

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY.,

IN 2015, WE DOUBLED OUR INVESTMENT IN ZOOM SCHOOLS
AND DEVOTED $100 MILLION TO SUPPORT OUR GROWING

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNER POPULATION.

WE INVESTED $50 MILLION IN VICTORY SCHOOLS TO SERVE
STUDENTS LIVING IN THE MOST IMPOVERISHED AREAS IN OUR

STATE.

AND, WE CREATED THE TEACH NEVADA SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM FOR STUDENTS WHO AGREE TO TEACH IN OUR

STATE UPON GRADUATION.
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OUR WORK ALSO ENSURES CHILDREN ARE READING AT
GRADE LEVEL BY THE THIRD GRADE, PLACES TECHNOLOGY IN
OUR STUDENT’S HANDS, AND PROVIDES FULL DAY

KINDERGARTEN FOR EVERY CHILD IN NEVADA.

WE HAVE A NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED CHARTER SCHOOL
SYSTEM WHICH NOW SERVES NEARLY 10 PERCENT OF OUR

STUDENT POPULATION.

WE ALSO REDESIGNED THE WAY WE APPROACH FUNDING
OUR SCHOOLS FROM AN OUTDATED SYSTEM TO A “STUDENT-

FIRST” MODEL.

WE MUST ACKNOWLEDGE THAT STUDENTS COME FROM
DIVERSE BACKGROUNDS AND HAVE DIFFERENT NEEDS,

WHETHER THEY ARE AT-RISK, OR GIFTED AND TALENTED.

NO TWO STUDENTS ARE ALIKE, AND NO TWO CHILDREN

LEARN THE SAME WAY.
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THAT’S WHY TONIGHT | AM ANNOUNCING MY PLAN TO
CONTINUE TO INVEST IN A WEIGHTED STUDENT FUNDING

FORMULA THAT WORKS FOR EVERY CHILD.

MY BUDGET COMMITS $107 MILLION IN ADDITIONAL FUNDS

TO REACH THIS GOAL, INCLUDING:

*$42 MILLION TO EXPAND SUCCESSFUL ZOOM SCHOOL

PROGRAMS;

*$30 MILLION TO INCREASE VICTORY SCHOOL RESOURCES FOR

STUDENTS LIVING IN POVERTY,;

*$30 MILLION MORE IN PER-PUPIL FUNDING FOR SPECIAL

EDUCATION STUDENTS, AND;

*$5 MILLION FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED PROGRAMS.

| ALSO UNDERSTAND THAT TECHNOLOGY IS A CRITICAL
COMPONENT OF LEARNING; ACCORDINGLY, WE MUST ACT TO
ENSURE OUR STUDENTS HAVE ACCESS TO BROADBAND AT

SCHOOL.
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THAT’S WHY I’'M ANNOUNCING THE NEVADA CONNECT KIDS
INITIATIVE, AN INVESTMENT OF $2 MILLION OF MATCHING FUNDS
TO ENSURE OUR SCHOOLS HAVE ACCESS TO HIGH SPEED
BROADBAND, PARTICULARLY IN RURAL AREAS.

AND, AS PROMISED, MY BUDGET INCLUDES $60 MILLION TO
FUND NEVADA EDUCATION SAVINGS ACCOUNTS.

I’'M ASKING YOU TO WORK WITH SENATOR SCOTT
HAMMOND AND ME TO MODERNIZE OUR EDUCATION SYSTEM
WITH THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ESA'’S.

WE'VE HEARD FROM THOUSANDS OF NEVADA FAMILIES
ABOUT HOW CRUCIAL IT IS THAT WE GIVE THEM FREEDOM OF
CHOICE IN THE EDUCATION OF THEIR CHILDREN.

| LOOK FORWARD TO BUILDING A BI-PARTISAN SOLUTION
TO GET THIS DONE.

IT’S TIME TO GIVE NEVADA FAMILIES MORE CHOICE.

FROM AN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PERSPECTIVE,

NEVADA ENTERS 2017 WITH MOMENTUM.,
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ALLOW ME TO QUICKLY RECAP OUR ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT SUCCESSES:

SINCE 2011, WE HAVE RECRUITED 204 COMPANIES THAT
HAVE MADE $14.5 BILLION IN CAPITAL INVESTMENT AND
ACCOUNTED FOR 15,000 INITIAL JOBS, GROWING TO 38,000
JOBS WITHIN 5 YEARS.

WE HAVE ADDED RENEWABLE ENERGY PROJECTS WORTH
$6.5 BILLION ACROSS THE STATE, CREATING 4,500 NEW JOBS.

WE HAVE ADDED NAMES LIKE APPLE, TESLA, EBAY, AND
HYPERLOOP ONE TO OUR ROSTER OF BUSINESSES, AND
OTHERS LIKE SWITCH AND AMAZON HAVE UNDERGONE
SIGNIFICANT EXPANSIONS.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, THE EVIDENCE IS UNDENIABLE.

WE’RE ON THE RIGHT TRACK, BECAUSE WE’VE MADE THE
RIGHT DECISIONS.

IN ADDITION TO COMPANIES EXPANDING AND RELOCATING
TO NEVADA, WE'VE INCREASED INVESTMENT IN OUR SCHOOL
BUILDINGS, ROADS, HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES, POSITIONING

NEVADA FOR A VIBRANT ECONOMY FOR YEARS TO COME.
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WE HAVE ALSO TAKEN AN INTERNATIONAL LEADERSHIP
ROLE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF UNMANNED AERIAL SYSTEMS,
AUTONOMOUS VEHICLES, AND WATER TECHNOLOGY THROUGH
OUR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS.

TONIGHT, | HAVE MORE GOOD ECONOMIC NEWS.

I’D LIKE TO INTRODUCE J.B. STRAUBEL, CHIEF TECHNOLOGY
OFFICER OF TESLA MOTORS, WHO IS WITH US THIS EVENING.

AS YOU ALL KNOW, TESLA'’S GIGAFACTORY PROJECT HAS
IMPRESSIVELY CONTRIBUTED TO OUR ECONOMIC GROWTH
STORY.

CURRENTLY, TESLA HAS MORE THAN 1,000 FULL-TIME
EMPLOYEES AND 2,000 CONSTRUCTION WORKERS ON SITE, AND
5 MILLION SQUARE FEET OF THE GIGAFACTORY IS ALREADY
BUILT.

IT'S A PROJECT THAT HAS HIT ITS MARKS AND CONTINUES
TO BUILD SPEED.

IN 2014, WHEN ANNOUNCING NEVADA AS THE LOCATION OF
THE FACTORY, ELON MUSK CALLED NEVADA THE “GET IT

DONE” STATE.
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PRODUCTION OF TESLA'’S NEXT CAR, THE MODEL 3, HAS
FILLED THE COMPANY’S CALIFORNIA FACILITY.

TONIGHT, | AM PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT TESLA WILL
EXPAND ITS INVESTMENT IN NEVADA BY PRODUCING THE
ELECTRIC MOTORS AND GEARBOXES FOR THE MODEL 3 AT THE
GIGAFACTORY.

THIS NEW PROJECT WILL YIELD MORE THAN $350 MILLION
IN ADDITIONAL CAPITAL INVESTMENT AND ADD 550 SKILLED
JOBS TO NEVADA’S NEW ECONOMY.

| WANT TO THANK J.B. AND TESLA FOR THE DECISION TO

DOUBLE-DOWN ON THE “GET IT DONE” STATE.

AS OUR ECONOMY CONTINUES TO GROW AND TRANSFORM
IN NEW AND UNPRECEDENTED WAYS, IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT

WE GUARD AGAINST NEW AND UNPRECEDENTED THREATS.

IN OUR COUNTRY, THERE ARE NOW FIVE BATTLEFIELDS IN
OUR NEVER-ENDING FIGHT FOR SAFETY AND SECURITY = LAND,

SEA, AIR, SPACE AND CYBERSPACE.
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| HAVE ALLOCATED $3.5 MILLION FOR THE CREATION OF
NEVADA'S FIRST CYBERDEFENSE CENTER RUN BY NEVADA'’S

FIRST CYBERDEFENSE COORDINATOR.

THE CYBERDEFENSE CENTER WILL HELP NEVADA DETECT,
PREVENT, AND RESPOND TO CYBER-ATTACKS AND STAND
READY TO PARTNER WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND THE

PRIVATE SECTOR TO MINIMIZE CYBER RISKS.

WE MUST REMAIN VIGILANT AND STAY AHEAD OF THOSE
WHO SEEK TO STEAL OUR PRIVATE INFORMATION AND
ENDANGER OUR RESOURCES.

WITH THE DEDICATED LEADERSHIP OF THE FIRST LADY
AND FORMER SUPREME COURT JUSTICE NANCY SAITTA, AND
AFTER BEING THE ONLY STATE TO RECEIVE A GRANT FROM THE
COUNCIL OF STATE GOVERNMENTS, A GROUP OF
LEGISLATORS, JUDGES AND POLICY MAKERS STUDIED OUR
JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM AND CONCLUDED IT IS IN NEED OF
REFORM.

THEY FOUND THAT STATE AND COUNTY AGENCIES SPENT

$95 MILLION ON THE SUPERVISION OF JUSTICE-INVOLVED
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YOUTH, YET ACROSS OUR STATE THERE IS NO STANDARDIZED
METHOD TO TRACK OUTCOMES, OR ENSURE THAT EVIDENCE-
BASED PRACTICES ARE BEING UTILIZED.

WE KNOW THAT SOME YOUTH HAVE MULTIPLE
ENCOUNTERS WITH THE COURTS, OFTEN LEADING TO LONG-
TERM SUPERVISION AND INCARCERATION.,

WE CAN DO BETTER.

THAT’S WHY I’'M INTRODUCING THE JUVENILE JUSTICE
SYSTEM REFORM ACT, WHICH STREAMLINES AND
STANDARDIZES CRITERIA TO MATCH YOUTH WITH THE MOST
EFFECTIVE SERVICES.

TO THAT END, MY BUDGET INCLUDES $1.5 MILLION TO
IMPLEMENT A STATEWIDE RISK ASSESSMENT PROGRAM.

THESE CHANGES SHOULD RESULT IN REDUCED RECIDIVISM
RATES AND IMPROVED OUTCOMES FOR YOUTH INVOLVED IN

THE JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM.

WHILE THERE ARE MANY FORMS OF PUBLIC SERVICE,

TONIGHT | WANT TO PAY SPECIAL ATTENTION TO THE
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SERVICEMEN AND WOMEN WHO HAVE DEVOTED THEIR

STRENGTH, TALENT, AND LIVES TO DEFENDING OUR FREEDOM.

NEVADA IS HOME TO 300,000 VETERANS, AND WE ARE A
STATE WHERE THEIR SERVICE IS HONORED.

WITH US TONIGHT IS STAFF SERGEANT PHYLLIS BENDURE,
A 97 YEAR OLD VETERAN OF WORLD WAR II.

JOIN ME IN THANKING HER AND ALL VETERANS FOR THEIR
SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY.

| AM DETERMINED TO MAKE NEVADA THE MOST VETERAN
AND MILITARY FRIENDLY STATE IN THE NATION.

SO, INCLUDED IN MY BUDGET IS $43 MILLION TO BUILD AND
OPEN A VETERANS HOME IN NORTHERN NEVADA.

IT’S TIME TO STOP TALKING AND GET THIS DONE IN
TRIBUTE TO OUR NATION’S HEROES.

FOR GOLD STAR FAMILIES IN THE UNITED STATES, | HAVE
SUBMITTED LEGISLATION WHICH PERMANENTLY REMOVES THE

OUT-OF-STATE TUITION FEES THAT A GOLD STAR STUDENT IS
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REQUIRED TO PAY TO ATTEND A NEVADA UNIVERSITY OR
COMMUNITY COLLEGE.

AND, FOR SERVICEMEN AND WOMEN WHO ANSWER THE
CALL TO SERVE, | AM REQUESTING LEGISLATION THAT
PROVIDES FORECLOSURE PROTECTION WHILE THEY ARE
DEPLOYED, AND FOR A PERIOD OF TIME AFTER THEY RETURN.

OUR SERVICEMEN AND WOMEN HAVE GIVEN US THEIR ALL,
AND, WE WILL DO NOTHING LESS, FOR THEM.

AN IMPORTANT PIECE OF NEVADA THAT HOLDS A SPECIAL
PLACE IN OUR STATE’S AND NATION’S HISTORY IS THE
STEWART INDIAN SCHOOL IN CARSON CITY.,

THE CAMPUS, ONLY A FEW MILES AWAY, WAS OPENED IN
1890 AND CLOSED IN 1980.

IT WAS HOME AND SCHOOL TO THOUSANDS OF NATIVE
AMERICANS FROM THROUGHOUT THE AMERICAN SOUTHWEST,
AND IS A REMINDER OF A DIFFERENT ERA.

THE NEVADA INDIAN COMMISSION HAS APPLIED TO THE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE FOR THE SCHOOL TO BE DESIGNATED

A NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK.
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IF DESIGNATED, IT WILL BE ONE OF ONLY TWO INDIAN
SCHOOLS IN AMERICA ON THE LANDMARK LIST.

MY BUDGET INCLUDES $4.5 MILLION TO RESTORE TWO
BUILDINGS ON THE CAMPUS WHICH WILL BE USED AS
WELCOME AND CULTURAL CENTERS.

WE WILL ALSO INVEST $1.2 MILLION TO BEGIN
RESTORATION OF THE "OLD GYM", PRESERVING IT FOR
CULTURAL EVENTS.

TIME HAS TAKEN ITS TOLL ON THIS HISTORIC CAMPUS, AND
WE MUST PROTECT IT FOR THE SAKE OF OUR TRIBES AND THE
HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN WEST.

WITH US TONIGHT IS DARLENE IMUS, A 1968 GRADUATE OF
STEWART INDIAN SCHOOL AND MEMBER OF THE PYRAMID LAKE
PAIUTE TRIBE.

TRAGICALLY, WE LOSE ONE NEVADAN EVERY DAY TO
OPIOID OVERDOSE -- A MOTHER, FATHER, SON, DAUGHTER,

GRANDPARENT OR CLOSE FRIEND.
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THIS HAS BEEN A GROWING PROBLEM FOR OVER A
DECADE, AND HAS NOW REACHED LEVELS OF EPIDEMIC
PROPORTION.

ONE OF THE MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE LAST
LEGISLATIVE SESSION WAS THE PASSAGE OF THE GOOD
SAMARITAN OVERDOSE PREVENTION ACT.

THIS LEGISLATION INCREASED ENROLLMENT IN THE
PRESCRIPTION DRUG MONITORING PROGRAM FROM 16
PERCENT TO 81 PERCENT, AND HAS EXPANDED ACCESS TO
LIFESAVING OVERDOSE-REVERSAL MEDICATION.

WHILE WE HAVE MADE PROGRESS, PRESCRIPTION DRUG
ABUSE IS TEARING AT THE FABRIC OF OUR FAMILIES AND
COMMUNITIES.

FOR THIS REASON, LAST SUMMER | CONVENED A
STATEWIDE PRESCRIPTION DRUG SUMMIT WITH PARTICIPATION
FROM 500 STAKEHOLDERS, THAT INCLUDED LEGISLATORS,
HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS, LAW ENFORCEMENT, JUDGES,

AND VICTIMS.
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BASED ON RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE SUMMIT, | WILL
INTRODUCE THE CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE ABUSE
PREVENTION ACT, WHICH PROVIDES MORE TRAINING AND
REPORTING AND HEIGHTENED PROTOCOLS FOR MEDICAL
PROFESSIONALS.

WORKING WITH ASSEMBLYMAN MICHAEL SPRINKLE, | LOOK
FORWARD TO RIDDING THE STATE OF THE SCOURGE OF OPIOID
ABUSE.

WITH THE OVERWHELMING PASSAGE OF QUESTION 3 LAST
YEAR, IT IS LIKELY NEVADANS WILL HAVE ENERGY CHOICE IN
THE FUTURE.

THEREFORE, | WILL CREATE BY EXECUTIVE ORDER, THE
GOVERNOR’S COMMITTEE ON ENERGY CHOICE.

THIS COMMITTEE WILL HELP PREPARE US FOR THE
COMPLICATED CHANGES THAT LAY AHEAD IF NEVADANS
APPROVE ENERGY CHOICE.

THIS COMMITTEE WILL INCLUDE MEMBERS OF THE

LEGISLATURE, MAJOR CUSTOMERS, ORGANIZED LABOR,
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RENEWABLE ENERGY EXPERTS, SENIOR CITIZENS
REPRESENTATIVES, AND OTHERS.

| WILL ASK THAT THEY PREPARE A TRANSITION PLAN
ENABLING US TO ENTER THE NEW MARKETS BY 2023.

SPEAKING OF SENIORS, | WANT TO SAY A FEW WORDS
ABOUT WHAT WE’RE DOING TO AID OUR MOST VALUABLE, AND
SOMETIMES MOST VULNERABLE, CITIZENS.

MY BUDGET INCLUDES $11.5 MILLION IN NEW FUNDING TO
EXPAND THE HOME AND COMMUNITY BASED/FRAIL ELDERLY
WAIVER, WHICH HELPS SENIORS STAY IN THEIR HOMES WITH
QUALITY CARE.

ALSO IN MY BUDGET IS $1.5 MILLION IN NEW FUNDING FOR
THE SUCCESSFUL MEALS ON WHEELS PROGRAM.

HELPING OUR SENIOR CITIZENS LEAD INDEPENDENT,
MEANINGFUL AND DIGNIFIED LIVES NEEDS TO BE A PRIORITY
FOR ALL OF US.

LAST NOVEMBER, VOTERS ALSO APPROVED QUESTION 2,

WHICH LEGALIZED RECREATIONAL USE OF MARIJUANA.

32



WHILE | DID NOT SUPPORT IT, | RESPECT THE WILL OF THE
VOTERS WHO DID.

AS | MENTIONED EARLIER, MY BUDGET INCLUDES ONE NEW
SOURCE OF REVENUE, A 10 PERCENT EXCISE TAX ON ALL
RETAIL SALES OF RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA.

THE PROCEEDS OF THIS TAX WILL BE INVESTED
EXCLUSIVELY IN EDUCATION.

THIS NEW TAX IS IN ADDITION TO THE EXISTING 15 PERCENT
EXCISE TAX ON WHOLESALE MARIJUANA TRANSACTIONS.

| WILL ALSO CREATE BY EXECUTIVE ORDER THE TASK
FORCE ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF QUESTION 2.

IT WILL INCLUDE STAKEHOLDERS COMMITTED TO
FULFILLING THE REQUIREMENTS OF QUESTION 2, WITHOUT
COMPROMISING NEVADA’'S COMMITMENT TO PUBLIC SAFETY.

ADDITIONALLY, I WILL ASK REGULATORS TO LIMIT THE
SALE OF MARIJUANA PRODUCTS AND PACKAGING THAT

APPEAL TO CHILDREN OR MAY BE MISTAKEN FOR CANDY.
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LET’S WORK TOGETHER TO MAKE SURE NEVADA’S MARKET
FOR LEGAL MARIJUANA IS RESTRICTED, RESPONSIBLE, AND
RESPECTED.

DURING THE PAST YEAR, | SET OUT ON A PERSONAL
JOURNEY TO VISIT EVERY STATE PARK IN NEVADA.

| DISCOVERED PRISTINE MOUNTAINS, LAKES AND TRAILS
THAT MOVED ME TO SHARE WHAT | SAW WITH THE WORLD.

THERE IS NOTHING QUITE LIKE WATCHING A CHILD CATCH
HER FIRST FISH, HIKING AN ASPEN FILLED GROVE, OR TAKING
IN THE SOLITUDE OF NEVADA'’S VAST PLATEAUS.

THAT’S WHY | AM BRINGING FORWARD THE EXPLORE YOUR
NEVADA INITIATIVE, TO ENHANCE OUR OUTDOOR EXPERIENCES
IN NEVADA.

THE CENTERPIECE OF THE INITIATIVE IS THE ADDITION TO
THE STATE PARK SYSTEM OF THREE HISTORIC RANCH
PROPERTIES -- LOCATED ALONG THE EAST WALKER RIVER IN
LYON COUNTY.

LAST YEAR, A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION APPROACHED

US WITH A ONCE-IN-A-GENERATION OPPORTUNITY TO
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TRANSFER THESE RANCHES -- VALUED AT $8 MILLION -- TO
NEVADA, FOR FREE.

THIS LAND, TO BE KNOWN AS THE WALKER RIVER
RECREATION AREA, UNLOCKS AN UNPRECEDENTED 12,000
ACRES OF RANCHLAND AND OPENS ACCESS TO 28 MILES OF
THE EAST WALKER RIVER TO ALL OF US.

IN MY BUDGET, THERE IS FUNDING TO PROVIDE FOR THE
FIRST PHASE OF FACILITIES AT THE PARK FOR CAMPING,
FISHING, RAFTING, HIKING AND CABIN RENTALS.

MY DESIRE TO SEE IMPROVEMENTS IN THE PARK SYSTEM
DOESN’T END THERE.

| AM ALSO PROPOSING THE CREATION OF THE NEW TULE
SPRINGS STATE PARK, LOCATED ADJACENT TO THE TULE
SPRINGS FOSSIL BEDS NATIONAL MONUMENT, IN NORTH LAS
VEGAS.

OUR STATE PARKS TEAM HAS WORKED CLOSELY WITH

UNLV TO DOCUMENT MAMMOTH AND OTHER ICE AGE FOSSILS.
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TOGETHER WE CAN DEVELOP TULE SPRINGS STATE PARK
INTO A SPECIAL DESTINATION FOR ALL AGES TO LEARN ABOUT

NEVADA'’S UNIQUE PREHISTORIC HABITAT.

LAKE TAHOE ALSO DESERVES OUR ATTENTION.

WE MUST CONTINUE THE EFFORT TO PRESERVE WHAT
MARK TWAIN CALLED “SURELY THE FAIREST PICTURE THE
WHOLE WORLD AFFORDS”, AND MY BUDGET INCLUDES
FUNDING TO FIGHT AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES, REDUCE THE

THREAT OF WILDFIRE AND IMPROVE STORM WATER DRAINAGE.

| DON’T HAVE TO REMIND ANYONE ABOUT THE DUTY WE
HAVE TO PROTECT THIS AWESOME NATURAL TREASURE AND

ITS WORLD FAMOUS CLARITY.

REGARDING NUCLEAR WASTE, LET ME MAKE MY POSITION
CLEAR - FOR THE REMAINDER OF MY TERM I WILL VIGOROUSLY
FIGHT THE STORAGE OF HIGH-LEVEL NUCLEAR WASTE IN

NEVADA.
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ANY ATTEMPT TO RESURRECT THE ILL-CONCEIVED YUCCA
MOUNTAIN PROJECT WILL BE MET WITH RELENTLESS
OPPOSITION, AND MAXIMUM RESOURCES.

LET’S FACE IT, CONTINUING DOWN A PATH THAT SEEKS TO
FORCE THIS UNSAFE AND UNWANTED PROJECT ON NEVADA IS
A WASTE OF TIME AND MONEY AND ONLY GETS THE COUNTRY
FARTHER AWAY FROM SOLVING ITS NUCLEAR WASTE
PROBLEM.

ALL OF US UNDERSTAND AND APPRECIATE THAT THE
STRENGTH OF NEVADA IS TIED TO THE HEALTH OF OUR
TOURISM ECONOMY AND A STRONG MINING INDUSTRY.

WITH GAMING LEGALIZED AROUND THE GLOBE, WE CAN
NEVER RELINQUISH OUR POSITION AS THE GAMING AND
ENTERTAINMENT CAPITAL OF THE WORLD.

COMPETITION IS TOUGH, SO WE MUST ALWAYS BE OPEN TO
NEW IDEAS AND OPPORTUNITIES.

SINCE LAST SESSION, THE STATE EMBARKED UPON A
NUMBER OF CHANGES TO GAMING REGULATIONS, INCLUDING

THE DEVELOPMENT OF SKILL BASED GAMES.
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THE LANDSCAPE OF GAMING IS SHIFTING, AND A NEW
GENERATION IS GROWING UP IN A RAPIDLY CHANGING

TECHNOLOGY ENVIRONMENT.

AS TECHNOLOGY EVOLVES, SO MUST WE.

RECENTLY, THE GAMING POLICY COMMITTEE MET AND

AMONG OTHER ITEMS VISITED THE ISSUE OF ESPORTS.

THROUGH THE EFFORTS OF THE POLICY COMMITTEE AND
GAMING REGULATORS, | AM PROUD TO REPORT THAT NEVADA
IS THE FIRST AND ONLY STATE TO ALLOW WAGERS ON

ESPORTS.

WE MUST ENSURE THAT THE GAMING INDUSTRY IS FREE TO
INNOVATE AND COMPETE, WHILE CLOSELY ADHERING TO TWO
IRONCLAD RULES; PLAYER PROTECTION AND SAFEGUARDING
NEVADA’S REPUTATION AS THE “GOLD STANDARD” IN GAMING

REGULATION.

IF NEVADA WERE A COUNTRY, IT WOULD BE THE FOURTH

LARGEST GOLD PRODUCER IN THE WORLD.
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IN ADDITION TO GOLD MINING ACTIVITY, THERE HAS BEEN
MUCH ATTENTION ON ANOTHER MINERAL FOUND IN NEVADA -
LITHIUM,

WE ARE HOME TO THE ONLY LITHIUM MINE IN THE U.S., AND
THE 2"° LARGEST LITHIUM DEPOSIT IN NORTH AMERICA IS
LOCATED IN HUMBOLDT COUNTY.

WE ALL KNOW THE SIGNIFICANCE OF LITHIUM TO OUR
EMERGING SECTORS IN ADVANCED MANUFACTURING AND
RENEWABLE ENERGY, AND WE KNOW THAT MINING IS CRITICAL
TO THE FUTURE OF THE NEW NEVADA ECONOMY.

THE KEY TO GROWING OUR MINING INDUSTRY IS THE
CONTINUED OPPOSITION TO RESTRICTIVE FEDERAL RULES
RELATED TO PUBLIC LANDS.

JOIN ME IN URGING THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION, AND
CONGRESS, TO ALLOW NEVADA TO CAPITALIZE ON OUR
WEALTH OF MINERAL DEPOSITS THAT ARE CENTRAL TO THE
SUCCESS OF OUR RURAL AND STATE ECONOMIES.

WITH NEVADA'’S RAPID GROWTH COMES INFRASTRUCTURE

NEEDS.
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WE HAVE BEGUN CONSTRUCTION OF THE FIRST PHASE OF
I-11, THE BOULDER CITY BYPASS, EXPECTED TO BE COMPLETED
BY 2018.

BUT IT CAN’T STOP THERE.

WE ARE COMPLETING PRELIMINARY WORK THAT WILL
CONTINUE THE I-11 PROJECT FROM LAS VEGAS TO RENO, AND
WE MUST WORK WITH OUR FEDERAL DELEGATION TO PURSUE
THE FUNDING NECESSARY TO COMPLETE THIS IMPORTANT
INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT.

IN WASHOE COUNTY, THE SPAGHETTI BOWL IS ANOTHER
INTERCHANGE THAT IS BEYOND CAPACITY, RESULTING IN TOO
MANY ACCIDENTS AND EXTENDED COMMUTER DELAYS.

WE ARE WORKING WITH LOCAL AND REGIONAL AGENCIES
TO FINALIZE A TRAFFIC STUDY BY THE END OF THIS YEAR AND,
ONCE FINALIZED, WE WILL COMMENCE PLANS TO BUILD AN
INTERCHANGE THAT ALLOWS RESIDENTS AND VISITORS TO
MOVE MORE EFFICIENTLY THROUGH THE TRUCKEE MEADOWS.

MOST OF YOU KNOW THAT ONE OF MY TOP

INFRASTRUCTURE PRIORITIES HAS BEEN PROJECT NEON IN LAS
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VEGAS, THE LARGEST PUBLIC WORKS VENTURE IN NEVADA
HISTORY.

IT EXPANDS THE STATE’S BUSIEST STRETCH OF HIGHWAY
AND, ONCE COMPLETED, PROJECT NEON WILL IMPROVE THE
DAILY COMMUTE FOR OUR RESIDENTS AND ENHANCE THE
TRAVEL EXPERIENCE FOR THE MILLIONS OF VISITORS WHO
COME TO LAS VEGAS.

WE'VE MADE GREAT PROGRESS ON THIS PROJECT AND |
LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING WITH OUR LEGISLATIVE AND
LOCAL LEADERS TO COMPLETE IT BY 2019, ON TIME AND ON
BUDGET.

MY FELLOW NEVADANS, IN MY FIRST STATE OF THE STATE
MESSAGE, | SAID “IF NEVADA WERE A STOCK, I’'D BUY IT NOW”,

I’'M EVEN MORE CONFIDENT NOW THAN | WAS THEN.

THERE’S NO DISGUISING IT, NEVADA IS ONCE AGAIN ON
THE MOVE!

OUR COMMITMENT TO THE NEW NEVADA ECONOMY IS
FUELED BY THE PIONEERING SPIRIT OF THE MEN AND WOMEN

WHO ESTABLISHED THE SILVER STATE IN 1864.
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153 YEARS AGO, OUR STATE CONSTITUTION BEGAN WITH
THE FOLLOWING WORDS:

“WE THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, GRATEFUL TO
ALMIGHTY GOD FOR OUR FREEDOM, IN ORDER TO SECURE ITS
BLESSING, INSURE DOMESTIC TRANQUILITY, AND FORM A MORE
PERFECT GOVERNMENT, DO ESTABLISH THIS CONSTITUTION,”

OUR FOUNDERS’ WORDS INSTILL IN US THE FORTITUDE TO
COMMAND OUR DESTINY, AND THE COURAGE TO ACCEPT THAT
IT IS OUR TIME, TO WRITE OUR HISTORY.

WITH HIGH HOPES FOR THE FUTURE, | AM DEDICATED TO
THE PROPOSITION THAT, TOGETHER, WE WILL NOT FAIL.

IN MY FINAL APPEARANCE BEFORE YOU, | WOULD LIKE TO
EXPRESS TO YOU THAT THIS JOB HAS BEEN THE HONOR OF MY
LIFE.

AND THAT EVERY DAY | AM PROFOUNDLY HUMBLED TO
SERVE AS YOUR GOVERNOR.

AS | CLOSE THIS ADDRESS, | ASK FOR YOUR INDULGENCE,

ON A PERSONAL LEVEL I’'D LIKE TO RECITE A FEW LINES OF A
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HYMN SUMMARIZING HOW GRATEFUL MY FAMILY AND | ARE

FEELING TONIGHT:

WHENEVER THE SUN AT THE CLOSE OF DAY,
COLORS ALL THE WESTERN SKY,

OH MY HEART RETURNS TO THE DESERT GREY
AND THE MOUNTAINS TOW’RING HIGH.
THERE IS THE LAND THAT | LOVE THE BEST,
FAIRER THAN ALL | CAN SEE.

RIGHT IN THE HEART OF THE GOLDEN WEST
HOME MEANS NEVADA TO ME.

GOD BLESS AND GOOD NIGHT.
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